20+ years
Among the hard, there's much good too.

In July 2000, pastors and church members from English Road Baptist Church, Christ’s Community Church, and
Rankin Memorial United Methodist Church met to share ideas for a neighborhood ministry. West End Ministries was
incorporated as a NC nonprofit agency (2001) and received 501(c)(3) status (2003). West End Ministries began as a
grass roots movement and has grown into a multi-dimensional outreach program committed to improving the
quality of life and providing resources to countless underprivileged citizens in the West End and greater High Point
community.
Now, 20 years later, let's talk about 2020-2021, we've made new friends, began new partnerships, expanded to a
2nd Thrift Store, fed more people, found more housing for women... and so much more.
January through March 2021, we have:
· Served 38 women through Leslie’s House and 35 women through Winter Shelter. We remained full with
reduced capacity due to COVID restrictions (14 nightly average in the house and 15 in the winter shelter).
· 29 women are employed, others on disability or in back-to-work programs, 12 received housing assistance
· Provided 745 meals (Thursday evening Community Meal), Distributed 61,185 lbs of food (Food Pantry)
· Assisted 989 families through the Food Ministry
· Began partnership with Growdega to offer fresh produce on-site weekly
· Provided 180 food bags to senior adults and 750 food backpacks to school-aged children
· Assisted 58 families through our Emergency Assistance Program
· Opened our Furniture Thrift Store space to offer good buys to the community and revenue for programs
· Received 3,570 donated meals to Leslie's House and Winter Shelter, $735 food gift cards
· Received 412 personal items/toiletries and 1,515 lbs of clothing for Leslie's House and Winter Shelter
To us, it seems like the nation's hardships created a rally point in our community. Many people reached out to help,
to ask what they could do to serve or give. We have missed having volunteers on our campus and look forward to
soon bringing more of you back as COVID regulations are eased!
We respectfully ask you to consider giving to West End Ministries to support ongoing community
ministries. You can give online at www.wemhp.org/give or mail your check to West End Ministries at PO Box 2163,
High Point, NC 27261 or with the enclosed envelope. Thank you for your caring heart and for your consideration.

WEST END PROGRAM UPDATES

Food Pantry - Every Thursday between 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. or in emergency situations, neighbors can receive boxes of canned
food and other food items that are equivalent to a week’s worth of groceries. Please bring a photo ID and a bill with your current
address on it. Many of our friends and neighbors rely heavily on the Food Ministry, each week. Senior food bags and children's
food backpacks are also distributed and even delivered, at times. We moved the location to the new Furniture Thrift Store so,
please enter off Edgeworth St if traveling by vehicle (via MLK or English). We continue the fight against food insecurity.
Bountiful Harvest Community Garden is not only a place to grow vegetables in your own raised bed or in the community
garden, our garden is also designed to be a welcoming community destination. The garden is home to many fruit trees and berry
bushes. We'd love your assistance in the garden! Contact: davidmarsh50@icloud.com for more information. Beginning in May, on
the 4th Saturday each month, 12pm-2pm, the Hope City Food Truck will be at our garden. Also, every Thursday 10am-1pm,
Growdega (mobile market) is at the garden with affordable fresh food.
Community Meal - Every Thursday, we offer a free hot meal from 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Currently, due to COVID restrictions,
the meals are served in to-go boxes for your convenience at the back side of the Community Center.
Leslie's House residents have a safe and nurturing place to stay while stabilizing their lives and making plans for the future
with case management, counseling and accountability. Women's Winter Shelter offers a safe, warm, loving and helpful place
to sleep and receive nutrition, encouragement and case management (open December 1 - April 1). See more details within the
newsletter.
Thrift Stores offer community members the opportunity to purchase quality items at affordable prices. We offer two stores
now on our campus, one with furniture and home goods. All of the proceeds that are collected benefit the WEM programs. The
Thrift Stores are open Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Stop by
to shop for great deals. You are also welcome to drop off items for donation during store hours. We are glad to pick up large
items, as well. Senior Adult 10% discount every Tuesday, Military 10% discount every Wednesday. Sales vary, check our social
media for updates.
Emergency Assistance Program was created to help people with economic emergencies. The program provides eligible
households with supplemental rental/mortgage assistance to prevent eviction and provides supplemental utility assistance to
prevent disconnection of vital water, electricity and gas. Assistance is provided by appointment only. For further information
regarding emergency assistance, please call (336) 884-1105.
Senior Adult Activities are held twice a month, open to anyone ages 60 or older and those who either live, work or worship in
the West End area. NOTE: Due to COVID precautions, our on-campus program is currently suspended. However, we are
delivering food bags and doing wellness checks.
High Point LEAP is a multicultural program empowering families and children through literacy from cradle to college. Tutoring
Programs are available for elementary-age children and for adults trying to obtain their GED. We will soon, excitedly, welcome
children back to our campus for summer camp activities (with appropriate COVID precautions as directed by local and state
officials).

Leslie's House: Adopt-A-Bed

15 YEARS AND COUNTING OF SHELTER

In the late 90's, Pastor Jim Summey of English Road Baptist Church and one
of the founders of West End Ministries met Leslie when he saw her walking
on the street near the church. Jim was worried about her, invited her to
church, expressed his concern to her and made some direct moves to try to
assist her. He asked different women in the church to reach out to her and
they did often. It was a heartbreaking situation especially since there was
no women's shelter in High Point for single women (only women with
children). No alternatives should a single woman choose to seek shelter or
positive change.
Sometime later, Jim received a call one Saturday morning around 4:30 am
from a High Point Fire Captain asking if he knew the phone number of
Leslie's parents because she had died. Heroin and crack cocaine were
rampant in the area at the time. From this point on, the burden for a single
women's shelter was carried. West End Ministries was being built up and we
were serving as life, hardship and trauma were happening around us.
Somewhere around 2003-2004, the West End Food Ministry began at
English Road Baptist and, especially in the winter months, they noticed an
increasing number of women coming in who had nowhere to go. During those
years, Pastor Jim and others would try to find safe places for homeless
single women to sleep and give them thick, large furniture boxes to provide
shelter when the women couldn't sleep indoors. It was as ridiculous as it
reads. The men's shelter was open, but, again, nothing for single women.
High Point Community Against Violence, a partner non-profit, was also
being birthed to assist law enforcement and the community.
Becky Yates, of Caring Services, was also concerned as she knew the stories
of women who were coming to her for drug treatment. At the same time, a
group of pastors and concerned citizens were meeting at Emerywood Baptist
about the state of homelessness, crime and drugs in the area. It was a
beautiful thing that people were coming together to do something. After
various conversations, Jim, Becky and others decided to take action.
Michelle McNair, with the city of High Point, helped provide the initial
funds. The West End Ministries Community Center was open at the time so
the decision was made to open the initial women's shelter for single women
in the center basement on January 15, 2006. Small cards were distributed
inviting women in need. On January 23, 2006, on Pastor Jim's birthday, as
he was eating dinner with his daughter, the first women called in. Becky
would spend the night until more volunteers were recruited. Missy* (name
changed) was the first woman who stayed in the shelter and, today, Becky
and Jim still encourage her having "adopted" her as family.
Pastor Jim shared, "We have to meet people where they are in their heart
and mind. It's the only way we can minister to them. As you can imagine,
people on the streets and those coming from traumatic situations don't
understand or always think reasonably. They are often a mess. We,
sometimes, have to love people a long time before they can even get to the
point of healing and change. Others need mental health or drug treatment
referrals, some have simply hit a road bump, have health issues or are
starting over having fled bad situations and need resources, training and
monetary assistance to get back on their feet. All need care and love."
Not until December 7, 2007 did Leslie's House open having raised funds for
the construction of the house. High Point community members stepped in to
help with funding and volunteer efforts.

Adopt-a-Bed is a simple but powerful
way for you to support the ongoing
operations of Leslie's House,
to encourage life change, to invest
in a woman in the area. It costs
$750 per month or $25 per day
to provide shelter and care
for each woman.
Visit wemhp.org/give
to give online, select Adopt-a-Bed
to make a recurring gift or a
one-time gift. You can choose to give
in honor or memory of someone.
Women have new lives, new jobs,
counseling, healthcare, reconciliation
with family and we thank you for your
tremendous support and still need you
to partner with us today.

Ms. Hattie said, "I have never
had anyone love or care for
me this much." Today, she is in
her own safe and lovely home.

Consider giving to Leslie's House
operations through Adopt-a-Bed as we
continue to care and love these precious
women towards healing, self-sufficiency
and life change. Make checks payable
to West End Ministries and include
"Adopt-a-Bed" in the memo line.

GET SOCIAL WITH US
@WESTENDMINISTRIES

FACEBOOK | INSTAGRAM | TWITTER
James*, like other community friends, came to West End Ministries Inc. looking for support. He was
excited about the job interview but he needed to talk it through and he also needed a suit. Through
your generosity, our Thrift Stores had what was needed and he went on his way. We paid it forward, he
couldn’t pay. James* got the job. We exist to build a better community believing we serve God best by
serving others... and we’re grateful to be in this together with so many caring community partners.

At the completion of this year's Women's Winter Shelter, our
Manager noted, "The women have been provided everything they
need. High Point cares." We couldn't do this without you and we
wouldn't want to either. We are grateful that you share your
resources and your God-given gifts! Thank you!

We’re so excited for our women when they can move into their new home. And you--you’ve
provided much for them. Thank you. A year of after-care means we check in, encourage and
assist, if needed. Building up one another is beautiful too. We appreciate your prayers for both
the women in Leslie's House and those who have moved into their own home.
As another way to fight food insecurity, our Bountiful Harvest Community Garden has become a
great resource. And, David is always looking for people to serve in the garden with him. Email
davidmarsh50@icloud.com to check the schedule for serving. It's not only about providing food,
we want to give the community the opportunity to receive healthy options.
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